Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 8, 2026—10am

Holy Communion Lutheran Church
6220 Portsmouth Blvd, Portsmouth, VA 23701
757-488-2604
www.HCPort.com

Mission: To make Christ known in our actions and our faith
Vision: We are a community living out the gospel of Jesus
Christ by service to the Portsmouth Community and by
following Jesus.




Page numbers (p.) are in front half of the hymnal.
Hymn numbers (#) are in back half of the hymnal.
Everyone is invited to join in bolded responses.
‘+’ Please stand as you are able.

+ Gathering +
The Holy Spirit calls us ftogether as the people of God.

Prelude “This Little Light of Mine” arr. Bradley Showash

+ Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of
heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life intfo being, the
Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us
completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in
community, but we have served our own interests at the
expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where
honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our
hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us
together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God
now declares: Like a spring of water that never fails, God
covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your
sinin = Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live

for others, and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen.
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+ Gathering Song

ACS #1096 " Joyful Is the Dark”
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1 Joy - ful is the  dark, ho - ly, hid - den  God,
2 Joy - ful is the  dark, Spir - it of the deep,
3 Joy - ful is the dark, shad - owed sta - ble floor;
4 Joy - ful is the dark, cool - ness of the tomb,
5 Joy- ful is the  dark, depth of love di - vine,
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roll - ing cloud of night be - yond  all nam - ing:
wing - ing wild - ly o’er the world’s cre - a - tion,
an - gels flick - er, God on earth con - fess - ing,
wait - ing for  the won - der of the morn - ing;
roar - ing, loom - ing thun - der-cloud of glo - 1y,
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maj -es - ty in dark - ness, en - er-gy of love,
silk - en sheen of mid - night plum - age black and bright,
as with ex - ul - ta - tion, Mar - y, giv - ing birth,
nev - er was that mid - night touched by dread and gloom:
ho - ly, haunt-ing beau - ty, liv - ing,lov - ing God.
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Word - in-flesh, the mys-ter - y pro - claim - ing.
swoop-ing with the beau-ty of a ra - ven.
hails the in - fant cry of need and bless - ing.
dark - ness was the cra - dle of the dawn - ing.
Hal - le - lu - jah! Sing and tell the sto - ry!

Text: Brian Wren, b. 1936
Music: LINDNER, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Music © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.



+ Greeting ELW p.203
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

+ Prayer of the Day ELW p.24
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who
call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do,
give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.

+Word+
God speaks fo us in scripfure reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading Isaiah 58:1-12
A reading from Isaiah.

'Shout out; do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a
trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the
house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that
practiced righteousness and did not forsake the
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous
judgments; they want God on their side. 3 “Why do we fast,
but you do not see¢ Why humble ourselves, but you do not
notice?2” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day
and opypress all your workers. 4You fast only to quarrel and
to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you
do today will not make your voice heard on high. 3Is such
the fast that | choose, a day to humble oneselfe Is it to bow
down the head like a bulrush and to lie in sackcloth and
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ashese Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to
the LORD? ¢Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the
bonds of injustice, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless
poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover
them and not to hide yourself from your own king 8Then
your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing
shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you;
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. eThen you
shall call, and the LoOrD will answer; you shall cry for help,
and he will say, “Here | am.” If you remove the yoke from
among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs
of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and
your gloom be like the noonday. ' The LORD will guide you
continually and satisfy your needs in parched places and
make your bones strong, and you shall be like a watered
garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail.
12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the
foundations of many generations; you shall be called the
repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 112 ELW #112
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD

and have great delight in | God’'s commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;

the generation of the upright | will be blessed.
3Wealth and riches will be I'in their house,

and their righteousness will | last forever.
4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;

the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.
51t is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending

and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.
¢ For they will nev- | er be shaken;

the righteous will be kept in everlast-|ing

remembrance.
’They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;

their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD.
8Their heart is established and | will not shrink,

until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.
°They have given freely to the poor, and ftheir
righteousness stands | fast forever;

they will hold up their I head with honor.
10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their
teeth and | pine away;

the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.



Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
A reading from First Corinthians.

'"When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come
proclaiming the testimony of God to you with superior
speech or wisdom. 2For | decided to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And | came to
you in weakness and in fear and in much frembling. 4 My
speech and my proclamation were made not with
persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of
the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not
on human wisdom but on the power of God. ¢ Yet among
the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being
destroyed. 7But we speak God’'s wisdom, a hidden
mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory
8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
?But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared
for those who love him"—10God has revealed to us
through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even
the depths of God. ' For what human knows what is truly
human except the human spirit that is withine So also no
one comprehends what is tfruly God’s except the Spirit of
God. 2ZNow we have received not the spirit of the world
but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand
the gifts bestowed on us by God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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+ Gospel Acclamation ELW p.205
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.




+ Gospel Reading Matthew 5:13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 13"You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has
lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer
good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under
foot. 14"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill
cannot be hid. 15People do not light a lamp and put it
under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the
lompstand, and it gives light to all in the house. ¢In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven. 7 "Do not think that | have come to abolish the
Law or the Prophets; | have come not to abolish but to
fulfill. "8 For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass
from the law until all is accomplished. ' Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of
heaven. 20For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Young at Heart Message & Sermon The Rev. Leslie D. Weber



+ Song of the Day

ELW #715 “Christ, Be Our Light”

Man -y the gifts,
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Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
Long-ing for food, man -y are hun -gry. Long-ing for
Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for

man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us your  own,
hope, man - y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y  still thirst. Make us your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel - ter - ing oth- ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.

to one an - oth-er

signs of your king - dom  come.

9 Refrain
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Christ, be our light!

Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath -ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell

Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
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+ Apostles’ Creed ELW p.105
With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the
words of the Apostles’ Creed.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

+ Peace
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+Meal+
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering
Thank you for supporting the mission of Holy
Communion Lutheran Church as you are able!
Electronic donations can be made at
https://give.tithe.ly/2formld=135fdb3c-6865-
| Tee-90fc-1260abb46d11

+ Offering Prayer
Let us pray together:
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what
you have prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal
you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

+ Great Thanksgiving ELW p.206
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ Proper Preface
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+ Sanctus ELW p.207
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in  the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

+ Thanksgiving at the Table

+ Lord's Prayer ELW p. 208
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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+ Invitation to Communion

Agnus Dei ELW p.208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
If you prefer not to receive the wafer and wine/grape juice,
you may come forward with arms folded across your chest to

Notes about Communion Distribution at HCLC
When we're gathered at God'’s table, there is enough food,
drink, blessing, space and time for all to share in Holy
Communion! HCLC practices Eucharistic hospitality since we
frust that God welcomes all who come to the table where
Christ is both host and meal.
Wine (red) and grape juice (white) are distributed in

individual cups.

receive a blessing.
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Distribution Song
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“For Everyone Born, A Place at the Table’
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1 For ev - 'ry-one born, a place at the ta-ble, to ev -'ry-one born, clean wa-ter and bread,
2 For wo-man and man, a place at the ta-ble, re - vis-ing the roles, de - cid-ing the share,
3 For young and for old, a place at the ta-ble, a voice to be heard, a part in the song,
4 For ev - 'ry-one born, a place at the ta-ble, to live with-out fear, and sim-ply to be,
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a  shel ter, a space, a safeplacefor grow ing: For ev -'ry-oneborn, a star o - ver head.
with wis-om and grace, di-vid-ing the pow-er: For wom-anand man, a system that's fair.
the hand of a child inhandsthat arewrink led; For youngandfor old, the rightto  be-long.
to work,tospeak out, to wit-nessand wor-ship; For ev - 'ry-one born,the rightto  be free.
49 Refrain
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And God will de-light when we are cre-a-tors of jus-tice and joy, com - pas-sion and peace;
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Yes, God will de - light_ when we are cre - a-tors of jus - tice,jus-tice and  joy.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray Music: Colin Gibson
CCLI Song # 2914756 | Text © 1998 Murray, Shirley Erena | Music © 1998 Hope Pulbishing Company. All Rights Reserved.

+ Table Blessing

+ Prayer after Communion

+ Sending +

God blesses us and sends us in mission fo the world.

+ Blessing

Announcements
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+ Sending Song ACS #1000 “God’s Work. Our Hands.”
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - e,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav - ’ling to - geth - e,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - e,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on  the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing  for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt- 'ring  the cold.

run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress



+ Dismissal
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Reprinted, podcasted, and streamed with permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS012006, One
License # A-726145, CCLI License #1881789, and CCLI
Streaming License #20660555. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition.
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reserved worldwide.
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